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TH EARTH AND. COSMOS OF “THE “RARLY SEMITES | 
———<-_—i—- By Georg Hinzpseter. ———__——————— 
Translated by Mrs. Ella Oordioxe 


Among the most interesting books in the literature 
of the world are the Holy Scriptures and in particular, 
the Old Testament. Edited in the main some 2,400 years 
ago, they plunge us directly into the midst of a world 
that we do not know, showing us cultures, beliefs, manners 
end customs which seem strange to us because they belong 
to a period of antiquity between which and the present day 
no continuous communication has been sustained. These 
accounts give us the world picture of the remotest past 
which the Hebrews - Ephraimites, Canaanites and Jews - 
inherited from the Babylonians; accounts which are only 
lightly veiled by a few euphemisms and in a few instances 
by Greek influences. Thus it is also possible to learn 
froin the Old Testament what mankind of carliest times was 
like. For this purpose, of course, the most up-to-date 
translations should be used, and a knowledge of Hebrew 
is even more useful, because not all the translations 
have been freed of ecclesiastical-—denominational ideas 
and they consequently endeavour, sometimes even uncon- 
Sciously, to compare the views expressed in the Scriptures 
with those current today. 

As perceived in remotest antiquity, the earth was a 
flat circle in the midst of which arose the great world- 
mountain, holy mountain, or mountain of the gods, which 
dominated everything. Around the earth and the world- 
mountain flowed the ring of Oceanus, wiiich could from time 
to time, stand still. The whole was covered by the firm 
roof of heaven, which more or less separated the Here 
from the Hereafter. Above the solid roof of heaven, or 
firmament, was the heavenly ocean, around the earth flowed 
the encireling waters, and under the earth were the waters 
beneath. In order that the floating earth should not 
move its position, tilt, or perhaps even sink, it was 
attached to the bed of the waters beneath, or, according 
to another version, it was upheld by supporting pillars. 
Heeven in those times was not referred to in the singular, 
but es a rule, two heavens, sometimes three, and finally 
seven heavens were spoken of. The lower heaven was the 
heavenly or upper mountain of the gods, whicH was above 
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the world or God-mountain. The earth or earth-mountain 
and heaven were connected by the “bond between heaven and 
earth." This “bond” was inhabited by supernatural forces, 
was regarded as the seat of a deity and was itself wor- 
shipped. 

The world structure of olden time was thus clearly 
divided into three sections or stages: the higher, the 
earthly, and that beneath the earth. It was therefore 
also naned the three-part All. Such are the main outlines 
of the world concept of prehistoric times, but it must be 
noted that these give us only the outer aspect of the 
world picture. Vastly greater in extent and depth is the 
inner aspect to which the various biological creatures 
belong, and in which, incidentally, can be found the ori- 
gin of myths, legends, festivals, customs, architecture, 
beliefs and religious teachings of all peoples, including 
Christians. The problem before us now is only to discover 
the fundamentals of the external world, as described in 
the Old Testament, and to try to understand them in the 
light of a cosmos, or cosmic-earth universe, different 
from ours. 

The very first pages of the Old Testament, in the 
so-called Mosaic story of the Creation, put us right into 
the midst of the oldest world picture: "Thus the heavens 
and the earth were finished" (Genesis 2,v.1). Here is the 
plural of heaven, and Psalm 148 also refers to "the 
heavens which praise the Lord." This view remains alive 
in Christian iiterature today, and is oft repeated in hyms. 

In the story of the Creation (Gen.1.v.6-8) it is 
written: “and God spoke (according to the Ephramitic 
version, Hlohim was to be interpreted here not as God, 
but as the plural of the Fullness): "Let there be a firm- 
ament in the midst of the waters and let it divide the 
waters from the waters. And God made the firmament and 
divided the waters which were under the firmament from 
the waters which were above the firmament, and God called 
the firmament Heaven." The firmament, in Hebrew "Rakia," 
is therefore the canopy of heaven above which are the 
waters “above the firmament," i.e. the upper or heavenly 
ocean. It is thus completely wrong and quite misleading 
to take this “upper” ocean as meaning the clouds, as has 
been done by some translators, because in the story of 
the flood (Gen. Chs.7 and 8) these heavenly masses of 
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water are definitely indicated. The windows of heaven 
(i.e. of the R&kia, the firm or solid roof of heaven) were 
opened and the waters fell upon the earth and prevailed 
exceedingly (the earth was sinking) until the windows of 
heaven were stopped and the rain was restrained. 

The seas beneath the earth are similarly indicated 
in the story of the Fifth Day of the Creation, (Gen.1 v.21) 
when the Lord created huge beasts, namely, the Tanninim 
(erroneously translated as whales) Since only in the waters 
beneath the earth (cf. also Job 41,v.2) were such monsters 
to be found. This is likewise clearly stated in Ex.20, 
vel, and Deut.5,v.e8, in the commandment not to make any 
graven image or likeness of that which is in heaven above, 
in the earth beneath or in the waters bencath the earth, 
Similarly, Gen.49,v.25, refers to the deep (the original 
sea) that licth under (beneath) the carth. Numerous other 
references to the depths and heights occur also in Jonah 
2,V.53 Gene 37,V- 35; 42,v.38; and Lh,vv.29-31; Num.16,vv. 
30-33; Psa.88,v.7; Job 26,v.5 et seqe; Job 38,ve17; Psa. 
61,ve2 and 143,v.3; Jeremiah 3,v.6. and elsewhere. 

According to Psa.2h,ve2; 136,v.6; Job 38,v.4 et seg; 
the earth was founded upon the waters, and according to 
Job, and Psa.i0Ou,v.9, it was bounded against their flocds. 
According to Prov.8,v.253 Job 9,v.6; and 38,v.6; Psa.1€, 
ve15 and 104,v.5; the Lord made the earth on foundations 
or pillars which, according to Psa./75,v.35 and 46,v.3, 
were fastened securely so that the earth should not shake 
eee also Isaiah 24,vv.18-20). The terrestrial sea 

Ocennus) which surrounded the earth circle and the world 
mountain are not precisely named as such in the O1d Testa- 
ment, but this conception is clearly evident in the narra- 
tive, and is apparent in the words of the Psalms which 
refer to the boundaries of the earth and of the waters 
which encompasscd it about. 

The world mountain or God-mountain which, in Babylo- 
nian, was the centre of the world-concept, is also to be 
found in the 01d Testament. According to ancicnt oriental 
beliefs, the location of paradise was at the top of this 
mountain. This is only inferred in the Mosaic story of 
the Creation, but the description of the sources of the 
four great streams (cf. Gen.2,vve10-14) also points to the 
biblical paradise as the world-mountain or holy mountain 
on which, according to Is.40,v.22, Jehovah had his 
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dwelling. In this sense Ezek.28,vv.1l-16, refers to the 
holy mountain upon which the Lord dwells, and from which 


Sinful men are driven away. From this mountain the Hebrew 


Godhead could behold the whole world just as Odin (Woden) 
from his high seat Hlithskjalt in Asgard or Zeus from 
Olympus (great mountain of the gods) (cf. also Is.40, and 
Revelation 22,v.1 et sea.). 

The bond between heaven and earth is repeatedly men- 
tioned in the Babylonian version, and the place where this 
touched the world-mountain is indicated as the place where 


mankind wes created. In other versions, it is interpreted 


as being a cord upon which the earth circle is suspended 


from heaven so that it shall not sink in the waters beneath. 


Hence Job 26,v./7 et seq. speaks of the earth as a circle 
which hangs suspended above nothing. Instead of the bond 
or cords holding up the carth, there are also the pillars 
or pillar-like mountains which support the firmament (Job 
26,v-i1 and Ezek.e1,v.5 et seq.) In the 01d Testament, the 
ladder of heaven can also be recognised in this bond bet-— 
ween heaven and earth. The heavenly ladder permitted 
escent and descent between the upper and earthly worlds. 


The familiar story of the ladder which Jacob beheld in his 


dream (Gen.28,vv.12-13) is the best illustration of this. 
All attempts to sketch the world picture of ancient 
times by using our present-day concepts have hitherto 
failed, nor are they likely to succeed in the future. The 
reason is that our reiote ancestors must have beheld an 
espect of heaven and earth in those prehistoric times 
which they described in terms then current, and so handed 
them down in this fori to posterity. As Lord Beacon says: 
"Nihil est in intellectu, quod non fuecrit in sensu." Man 
can only create and transmit through the mediwn of speech, 
writing and architecture, that which has entered into his 
mind from outside, and “freely” creative fantasy must 
build upon such foundations when attempting to vary or 
combine experiences and pictures, and convey their mani- 
fold forms. The basis of the oldest world-picture ismst 
therefore not be sought in the geological present, but is 
rooted in a cosmos, a cosmic-earth universe unknown to us, 
and existing long before the glacial epoch of tertiary 
times. This was a period when our present moon was not 
yet a satellite of the earth, and when its predecessor 
shone in the heavens instead. At times when for various 








47 


reasons, it had approached the earth and was caught in 

the orbit of the earth, it remained stationary for a while 
above the mountains of Habesh (Abyssinia), and it remained 
anchored there mainly by electro-magnetic forces. This 
highly significant Abyssinian anchored stage (the main 
central stationary position) continued some thousands of 
years, and was the most important and decisive factor in 
the development of mankind from the primitive towards the 
higher stages of civilisation. These are essential, car- 
dinal points, incomparably more important than the actual 
disintegration of pre=-luna and the subsequent capture of 
our present moon, which imust, undoubtedly, be regarded as 
of secondary significance. 

As the result of the solar stream of corpuscles, and 
by the mutual induction of increasing charges between pre- 
luna and the carth, the former was drawn towards the earth 
and formed a point (cathode) towards which the differently 
constituted earth-tip (anode) was directed. By means of 
these increasing clectro-mnagnetic forces there developed 
(see also concluding remarks below) a tremendous, oft- 
repeated lunar rhythm, the tale of which has been handed 
down to posterity under the name of aeon-ages, but is ro 
longer comprehended. When the charging on the lunar tip 
grew stronger, evidences of solution began to appear cf. 
the changes which occur in water drops in a condenser,, 
and a steadily increasing stream of corpuscles rained down 
from the lunar tip on to the earth. #ith the corresponc- 
ing change of location of the lunar-tellurian dual screen 
towards the sun, the reverse took place. This corpuscie 
stream could easily be observed, and was therefore, by 
reason of its inherent, tremendous force, named the "cond" 
which connected heaven (pre-luna) and earth, because pre- 
luna, the anchored Abyssian moon, with its multiple radi- 
ations, influences, movement forms and rapid changes of 
appearance, constituted the world of heaven, or at any 
rate, the most significant part thereof. If the stream 
of corpuscles divided itself (as in an electroscope), then 
it could resemble the uprights of the heavenly ladder, 
from which further sprays or shoots turned inwards and 
could be the rungs. On very heavy charging, the lunar 
stream of corpuscles broke up into a myriad rays and 
branches above the land of Abyssinia and all the land 
around it, like a vast dome or cupola, and the picture 
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was formed of the lower heaven or heavenly worid-mountain 
which was roofed over by the upper heaven or blue skies of 
our unaerstanding. AS a result of lesser discharges bet- 
ween lunar and earth tips, the "corpuscle heaven" detached 
itself from the lunar tip and sank slightly towards the 
earth but was not able to reinain long in this position bet- 
ween the lunar and earth electro-magnetic fields, and a new 
corpuscle dome simultaneously formed from the tip of the 
moon. Thus arose the conception of several heavens, to 
which the knowledge of the planets visible at that time, 
including the sun and moon, definitely pointed. 

Man always tries to discover the meaning of manifes- 
tations, and thus speculation provided the interpretation 
for these phenomena as the bond between heaven and earth, 
or the pillars supporting the roof of heaven, or the cord 
by which earth was suspended from heaven (i.e. attached to 
the anchored pre-luna). Hence also the idea that pre-luna 
was the nail to which the earth was fastened and from which 
it was suspended in space. 

The earth's world-mountain or holy mountain was the 
Abyssinian range located at the top of the world, and was 
many times higher then; from it could be surveyed the 
whole of the known world of that time, in extent about half 
the size of Europe (or more), and which, in its now vanished 
multi-coloured aspect was justifiably designated as the 
central point or focus of the earth or terrestrial world. 
This Abyssinian height was also surrounded by 4 vast en- 
circling flood, similarly drawn by the attraction of pre- 
luna towards the apex of the earth, and in the inidst of it 
towered the world-mountain. ‘When anchored pre-luna stayed 
stili, the encircling waters were stillcsd, and when in- 
creesed gravitational pull caused movement, the waters 
flowed again sround the earth circle. As the lunar charge 
approached the critical stage, it was a case not only of a 
definite change in the position of the anchored satellite, 
but resulted in a tremendous electro-magnetic discharge 
between the points of the moon and the earth. Huge pieces 
fell, together with smailer particles of debris of all 
kinds from the tip of the moon and crashed in devastating 
torrents onto the carth. Men believed that heaven was 
falling down and that these were pieces of the firmament. 
And when, simultaneously with the breaking up of the firma- 
ment, that is, after a release of the lunar-earth tension, 
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from the vast moisture-—laden atmosphere at the top of the 
earth there came down incredible masses of water, supple- 
mented by the moisture content of the partially disinteg- 
rated tip of the moon, the idea arose that this great flood 
of water must be the heavenly ocean which was located 
above the heavenly firinmament. These waters, it was thought, 
became united with the waters of the earth after the des= 
truction of the roof of heaven but, by a creative act of 
God, namely, by the raising up of a new heavenly firmament 
in a new era or world epoch, would again be divided from 
the waters of the earth. 

Nhen the lunar-earth discharges caused the anchored 
pre-lune to shift its position, the mountainous seas aroumi 
the earth flowed back to their former beds, causing ter- 
rible catastrophes. Tremendous waves accompanied by ter- 
rific earthquakes and movements of the earth's crust, 
pounced the severely shaken world=mountain, undoubtedly 
conveying the impression that the earth circle floated upon 
an underground sea, rocking up and down, and even threaten- 
ing to sink. Thus the entirely comprehensible conclusion 
follows that, after the calming of the clements (in the 
new era) the earth circle and the world-mountain were 
firmly anchored upon the seas beneath, or secured to sub- 
terranean pillars to prevent movement, rocking or tremors. 
The imagery of such subterranean supports can probably be 
traced to the bond or pillar existing between heaven (pre 
luna) and carth (the world-mountain), and the manner in 
which the firmament was supported was taken as a parallel 
for the piliar or pillars in the waters beneath the earth 
by which the earth's stability was achieved. 

To avoid any misunderstanding, however, let it be re- 
peated again that the present article attempts only to 
sketch the outlines of the external world=picture as seen 
in prehistoric times. Space precludes touching upon many 
other connected, and not unimportant, problems. The sub- 
ject itself, and the consequences alone of the tremendous, 
oft-recurring, three-phase epoch rhythm of the anchored 
Abyssinian pre-luna are, in their causes and effects, 
almost beyond our-understanding, and far exceed the scope 
of an article for their presentation or argument. This 
subject is, inter alia, dealt with at length in the writer's 
work on the “Creative Forces of the BZarth's Moons," which 
is still, unfortunately, awaiting publication. The 
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evidence set forth therein would be valueless, however, if 
man is to come into the picture only during, or at the be- 
ginning of, the ice age, but African soil has yicldcd up 
many fossils recently. Therefore palacontology is also 
becoming a valuable supporter in proving the existence of 
tertiary man, and thus for the conclusions that have becn 
draim here, of which it is hoped to give more details in 
& later article. 

LOST ATLANTIS 

i—- Chapter Four -— 


"“Atlas's twin brother, who wes born after hin," 
Critias the younger gocs on, “was given as his portion the 
cxtremity of the island towards the Pillars of Heracles, 
as far as that country which is still (470-400 B.C.) calicd 
the Land of Gades:; and Poseidon gave him the name which 
in the Hellenic tongue is Eumelos, but in the country named 
after him, Gadeiros." 

We thus see that whereas the division of the country 
velonging to Atlas possibly lay within the southern 
regions of our present Morocco, that bestowed upon his 
brothcr lay northwards, towards and within the Iberian 
Peninsular. Let us note how carefully the exact locality 
of the second son's dominion is given, for it shows as 
plainly as we can dcsire that Gades was situated on a sort 
of peninsula with its capital at the extremity. We could 
also well term the Land of Gadei, as Solon calls it, 
Gedetania. It probably corresponded in form to the Corn- 
Wall «na pevon in England, or to Brittany in France. And 
if, then this capital city was a seaport, it must have 
becn on the seca-shore: and so we can only suppose that 
Andalusia at that time lay beneath the sea that washcd the 
mountain slopes of Granada — and thus even the Pillars of 
Herculcs had not then been thrown up from the depths. 

In the foregoing narrative we find the only example 
of one of these Atlantcan princes, sons of Poscidon, bcing 
given his Atlantean name as well as its equivalent Groeck. 
For it clearly says that Gadcir-os, the -os being a common 
Hellcnic suffix, was the Atlantean form: and the compon- 
ents of its Hellenic form, Eumelos, have been traced to 
two separate Greek roots, one of which may lead to an 
identification of one of the ten original divisions of the 
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empire of Atlantis. Mclos may be a form of a Greek word 
mcening “black,” which may refer to the swarthiness of the 
people of this most ancient district of Spain, still exist- 
ing end indecd heightened by an infusion of Arab or Moorish 
blood from Mauretania, or eclse to the colour of the wool 

of the world-famous Mcrino sheep, which are understood to 
have originated here. For although Cadiz today occupies 

a part of the site of the ancient Gades of Plato's narra— 
tive, what we know of its history connects it with 
Phocnicians using it as an entrepot in thcir cxtensive 
trading with Tyre, Sidon and Carthage. 

The carlicst historical date to be found for Cadiz 
is 1170 B.C., but it must heave existed as a port of call 
for infinitely carliecr mariners if it was indced originally 
en Atlantcan city. And as it was at first built on the 
castern shore of the original island facing what then 
existed of Europe and Africa, probably joined where we now 
find the Straits of Gibraltar, we are forccd to the cor- 
clusion that when carthquakes and other convulsions oc- 
curred, large tracts of land disappeared in the ncighbour-— 
hood of Gades, or the capital of Eumclos, so that this city 
was completcly lost. Mcanvhile a new city sprang up on 
the sitc now occupied by the present Cadiz, which became 
incorporeted in the fresh land thrown up by the retirement 
of the sea from the ‘southern slopes of the mountains of 
Granada: for a time it formed an island castwards of 
Atlantis and was gradually joined to the new mainland of 
Spain. As a mattcr of fact, the present city of Cadiz is 
really situated on an island. The saine chain of events 
may also have affected Lisbon, of which wc shall speak 
later. For the southern coasts of Spain and Portugal shew 
treccs of volcanic activity. It is indced likely that the 
peninsula as a whole is still rising. 

Lisbon and Cadiz were two prominent headlands on the 
eastern coast of the main island of Atlantis, of which 
they appear to have been the most important sea-ports: 
and while they thus faced south-west, the capital city 
proper of King Atlas, at the same time a comparatively 
hidden seaport, faccd the then-existing island of Maure- 
tania, washed on its western shores by the Atlentcan occan, 
on its south by the Sahere Sea, and on its northern and 
eastern coasts by the waters of the Middle Sea, our 
Mcditerrancan, which were divided from Lake Tritonis and 
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the Sahara Sea by very narrow necks of land. When Atlantis 
sank into the depths of the Atlantic, it caused a corres- 
ponding upheaval of the greater part of our modern penin- 
Sula of Iberia and Lusitania, north of the mountains of 
Granada. Spain is indeed very bare of archaeological re- 
mains previous to the irruption of the Basques, Iberes and 
others of the earlier races of neoltthic men: only the ex- 
treme southern regions seem to have been colonised by the 
Phoenicians. 

The name Cadiz is a perfectly normal development of 
Gades, and we can only conclude that if the latter name, 
or its other form Gadeir, was really Atlantean, the early 
Fhoenician visitors to this part of Spain may have found 
it still current among the aborigines and continued to use 
it. It has been suggested that some form like gaddir really 
means hedges, as if at some early time these were the means 
used by the aborigines to guard themselves, their flocks 
and herds from attack. But the true Phoenician name for 
this spot, as far as we can judge, was Tartessos or Tarshish: 
but as this name has been identified with so many localit- 
ies we shall not pursue this speculation further. It may 
have been at Gades, twenty-five miles from the Pillars of 
Heracles, that Geryon lived and kept his herds of cattle 
and flocks of sheep. In Greek mythology he is described 
as having three bodies and three heads. Heracles’ ninth 
labour was to kill him and from this exploit he received 
the title Gadetani(48). In all likelihood the reported 
monster was an Atlantean chieftain, or shepherd king, rul- 
ing three pastoral tribes of uncouth, uncultivated people, 
and an easy prey for the brutal Hvracles and his gang! 

Of the second pair of twins born to Poseidon and 
Cleito we read that the father “called one Ampheres and the 
other Evaemon." It has so far not bcen possible to asso- 
ciate them with any particular parts of the continents of 
Africa and Europe to have formed a portion of the original 
empire of Atlantis. ‘We can only suggest that these terri- 
tories may have lain north of the site of Lisbon and thus 
been the lost land of Lyonesse. 

"As to the third pair of twins, he gave the naie of 
Mnesseos to the elder and Autochton to the one who followed 
him." Now this latter name signifies in Greek, “self-born, 
or persons originating locally in the very regions in which 
we find them still" in other words, such as have never left 
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their native soil! It is practically impossible to trace 
these two proper names to any geographical source: we can 
only suggest that they represent agricultural rather than 
maritime populations, as the whole of the eastern side of 
the island had been apportioned out to Atlas, his brother 
Gadeiros and others. To the elder of the fourth pair of 
twins “Poseidon gave the naine of Elasippos, and the younger 
Mestor." Here once more we have names having such signif- 
icance in the Hellenic tongue as to give some clue to their 
geographical identity. E.g, the first name, Elasippos, 
bears some resemblance to the capital city of Portugal and 
also to the hero of the Trojan war, Ulysses. We find a 
modern variant in the Greek family name of Ypsilanti, and 
there is perhaps also a veiled connection with the Greek 
letter Ypsilon or Upsilon, which may have arrived in 
Phoenicia and Greece by way of trade from the spoken 
Atlantean tongue. Those who have studied the voyages of 
Ulysses may consider it possible that he arrived in the 
estuary of the Tagus in a ship called the Horse of Elas, 
or Greek Horse, and that for a time he stayed there, form- 
ing a settlement named after him: we have it on Solon's 
own authority thet the meaning of.the Elasippos in Greek 
was the same as its Atlantean equivalent, and we also know 
that for the Greeks the horse was associated with the sea 
and its lord, Poseidon. It became his totem animal, and 
he was often depicted sitting in a conch shell for a chariot 
with horses to draw it: and this creature was sacrificed 
to him on many of the altars of antiquity. It seems pro- 
bable that there were several successive sitcs of the 
modern Lisbon: and as with most famous citics, it has 
either had one foundation built unon anothcr or else has 
disappeared in some convulsion to make room for a later 
city: but the original first foundation of the city of 
Lisbon long ago sank into the waters of the Atlantic wash- 
ing the shores of the present-day Portugal. Hence it ap- 
pears probable that this particular region of Portugal, to- 
gether with Gades to its south-east, lay on the eastern 
side of the great island of Atlantis. But we shall return 
to this later. As to Mestor, the twin brother of Elasippos, 
we have much more difficulty in tracing him to any partic- 
ular locality. The name is certainly mentioned in Greek 


mythology and history, but at a much ya toe: ar ioe than the 
one we are considering and in connection with Troy, Argos 
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and the coasts of Palestine. Egypt, as far as we can judge, 
was never conquered by Atlantis and lay far too remote from 
it to be identified as Mestor's domain, which we can only 
Suggest, has disappeared completely beneath the waves. 

"To the fifth pair of twins, he gave to the elder the 
name of Azaes, and to the younger, Diaprepes. All these 
and their descendants were the inhabitants and rulers of 
various islands in the open sea, and also, as has been 
stated, they held power in the other direction over the 
countries within the Pillars of Heracles as far as Egypt 
and Tyrrhenia." 

It will be seen how carefully the chronicler distin- 
guishes between Atlantis as the main island and its tribu- 
tary islands outside the Straits of Gibraltar and its sub- 
ject states within. The term, “various islands in the open 
sea," can refer only to such island groups as the Madeiras, 
the Canaries, Cape Verde and even the fer more westerly 
Antilles of the Gulf of Mexico - bearing in mind that the 
Azores were once part of the mainland of the island of 
Atlantis itself. For this also emerges: the rise of the 
island empire must have occurred before the Straits of 
Gibraltar and the Pillars of Hercules had been formed by 
the great convulsion of nature in which the Atlantic burst 
through into the former inland basin and Mount Colpe in 
Spain and Mount Abila in Africa were thrown up to dominate 
the Straits. 

We may also consider whether Mauretania became at the 
Same time a separate territory, the previously existing 
Sahara Sea rushing out into the Atlantic on its southern 
Shores and into the Mediterranean on its northern side, 
carrying away with it Lake Tritonis. ive shall find that 
the Sargasso Sea covers for its greater extent both the ex- 
treme westerly coasts of the island of Atlantis and its 
more central parts. We have already considered that this 
area of weeds and currents does not necessarily cover the 
whole of the island, and again, it has probably drifted con- 
Siderably in the course of roughly a hundred and fifteen 
centuries, the time that has elapsed since 9600 B.C. It 
is almost certain that the mountainous regions of the island 
lay on its eastern side, “the which sloped precipitously 
into the Atlantic from the western littoral of Africa below 
Cape Blanco, if not further south": and consequently they 
can be identified with the Atlas range of north-west Africa. 
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For at one geological epoch this range must have formed 
the northern and north-eastern windscreen for those 
Atlanteans living to its south. And by the time of the 
great invasion of Europe and Egypt by the allied Atlanteans 
and Guanches, and their subsequent discomfiture and retreat 
the island of Atlantis was already subject to repeated 
vast convulsions of nature which were probably the very 
reason for the invasion. 

The dominion of Gadeiros is clearly indicated as 
part of Atlantis itself, the extremity of the island that 
fronted the mainland of Europe, particularly that region 
of the Spanish peninsula which is said to have derived its 
name from the Atlantean locality. Gades or Gaditanus was 
avery ancient town situated on the west coast of Spain 
near the Straits of Gibraltar. Whatever the geological 
chenges following the sinking of Atlantis, it is quite cer- 
tain that Gades or Cadiz or its district never at any time 
formed part of the island continent. Indeed, it is pro- 
bable that this sitc was not even on the coast, prior to 
the catastrophe, but lay some 35 miles inland, the late 
Professor Ee Hull(49) has conclusively demonstrated that 
the Atlantic coast of the Spanish peninsula once extended 
that distance further scaward, to the edge of the contin- 
ental shelf. Hydrographical sounding at the mouth of the 
Tagus, the Guadalquiver and other rivers there shew the 
existence of what has been termed “river valleys," i.e. 
channels cut in the bed of what is now the Atlantic Ocean. 
These channels extend some miles seawards. The signific-~ 
ance of the river valleys has been discussed by Mr. 
Bellamy(50) in his latest work. Since no river is able 
to erode a channel once it enters the open sea, for fresh 
water is much lightcr than salt and would therefore re- 
main near the surface until the fresh and salt water have 
intermingled and the river currents are ineffective, the 
erosion of these channels must have taken place at a time 
when the land extended to the limits of where this pheno- 
menon is to be observed. In the present instance a shallow 
belt extends to a distance of some 35 miles beyond the 
coast, the boundary of the continental shelf, at which 
point the ocean bed descends to an abysmal depth. It 
rises again far out to sea in a series of ridges: if 
Atlantis existed in the Atlantic Ocean, as reported by 
Plato, it is here only that its site can be sought. The 
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depths that separate these ridges from the submerged coas- : 
tal shelves along the Spanish peninsula and Africa preclude } 
any possibility that any places within the latter areas, | 
whose nomenclature has so often been associated with 
Atlantis, ever formed part of the island continent itself. 

Legend, however, connects Gades, which was situated 
on the small Isle de Leon in the river Guadalquiver, an 
important centre of Phoenician commerce, with the mythical 
island of Erythia an island which “lay in the west under 
the rays of the setting sun.” This island, associated with 
Hercules and the oxen of Geryon, though later identified 
by Strabo(51) and others as Gades itself, may have been 
either a part of Atlantis or another elevation in the 
estuary of the Guadalquiver, then much longer than at 
present, and formed an Atlantean colonial outpost. The 
existence of a prehistoric road running from Cadiz to 
Liguria, according to Mrs. Whishaw(52), lends some support 
to this hypothesis. The absence of Atlantcan remains can 
be explained by the fact that the catastrophe which reduced 
the coastline to its present limits submerged the actual 
site, leaving only a possible folk-memory in the nearest 
locality(53). 

Bellamy(53) gives the following alternative interpre- 
tations: Ampheres - One who cncompasses; Evaemon —- One 
who discerns; Autochon - One who springs from the soil. 

Donnelly(54) refers to a Semitic god namcd Mneseus - 
The Meditator. Elasippos he calls the horse driver. The 
name might have some association with the coast of Portugal, 
but in reference to a tribe and not a particular person, or 
alternatively it referred to the mainland from whence came 
the Atlantean horscs. 

Smith(55) gives Mestor as the name of four mythical 
personages, another source seys this was the name of one 
of the sons of Perseus, who may have had an Atlantean 
origin. The name resembles thet of the first of the 
Egyptian Canopic Gods: Mesti or Mestha. 

Budge(56) translates Azaes as "The Parched one," 
which gives it a desert or arid region origin. Diaprepes, 
he translates as: The Shining One. 
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It is difficult to realise the almost fantastic wonders of the 
harbour of Nan Matal, with its eleven miles of quaysides and canals, 
with buildings standing on the atolls in the almost rectangular bay 
formed by the outer atolls, which made up the Eastern Breakwater. 
The entrance to the Main Channel is littered with huge submerged 
stones, That these are the remains of a lighthouse it seems most 
probable. 

The walls of the canals are built with basalt blocks weighing 
fifteen tons and upwards, with an average width of seven feet. Each 





one of the squares and rectangles on the map represents an atoll 
which has been cut into that shape by the builders of the past, and 
on which have been erected large buildings, such as warehouses, 
markets, etc. The large building in the lower right hand corner is 
Nen Tanach, the Palace with the High Walls. The inner block was 185 
by 115 feet, with walls fifteen feet thick. The entrance gateway 
still towers to a height of 80 feet. The ensemble of the buildings 
formed the palace of Chantcleur - the Sun King. Somewhere in it, 
his treasure is still reported to be hidden, 

Legend tclls of Oloships and Oloshopa, the Twin Brothers who 
brought the stones to their prescnt site by magic, a story reminis- 
cent of Stonchenge. 

The harbour must have teken the labour of tens of thousands of 
men for many years to build, and was adequate for the nceds of a 
population running into imillions, not the odd five thousand who now 
inhabit Ponape. 
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FIRE, FLOOD AND FAMILIE 


- Chapter Three —-——~ 

The tradition of universal deluge in the mythologics and re- 
ligions of so many different countrics cannot be cxplaincd satisfac= 
torily by the ‘local-inundation' theory. This theory is manifestly 
too simple to be explicit of the traditional flood myth pattern we 
know to exist, and will not bear close cxamination when contrasted 
wati the cvidence for an international disaster. The geologist 
ccaults that severe flooding has occurred over the earth's surface 
within the last half million ycars; the archacologist and the 
cathropologist admit that man, primitive perhaps, but capable of co= 
herent speech and thought has existed for a similar period. LS 
new religions end new civilizations have been uncovered, each older 
than the last, all have, at their commencement the story of chaos, 
flood, and destruction; yet, now, with the weight of evidence so 
piled against it, we are asked to believe that man has preserved, 
not traditions of such a disaster, but garbled and cxaggerated 
accounts of local, perennial, inundations. The arguments explicable 
of the storm demons, in Chapter II are also applicable here. We 
must dissociate the demons of the river, who without their annual 
toll of life would overflow and flood their banks, the spirits of 
the wells, who without their supplications, and religious rites 
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would withold their auguries from priestly eyes, from the Lords of 
the Deep who, at the end of the world will send their waters rolling 
over the earth, as they did when man was young. 

It is only necessary here to re-iterate the pattern to which 
flood myths invariably conform:= 1..A man is told by his god that 
disaster by flood and/or fire is imminent. 2..He informs others, 
but he is disbelieved so he 3..builds a craft or ascends a high moun- 
tain, 4..taking with him a femle relative, and 5..the seed of all 
living creatures. 6..The flood/fire comes, and 7..all are destroyed 
but his party. 8..The flood subsides, and 9..the man raises a 
temle or altar to his god. 10..The earth is re=peopled. The 
Culture Hero pattern then follows. 

The Arawak tribe of Guiena believed that their great flood, 
from which their culture hero saved himself by building a canoe, 

Was preceded by a scourging, universal fire. The survivors of this 
sought sanctuary in underground caves, The migration of such flood 
legends, and fire legends with migratory tribes is assumed, and can, 
in certain instances be substantiated, The Chaldean flood epic is 
generally supposed to have been the account from which the Biblical 
episode was taken, whilst another account, somewhat nearer home is 
recorded by George Borrow, from the writings of Goronwy Owen, a 
Welsh bard who drew upon ancient oral Celtic myth. It is said of 
Eyriri that when the end of the world arrives, the mountain will sink 
into the earth and the waters of the ocean will flow around its 
summit. We know that the Celts are not indigenous to these Islands, 
and whilst it is possible that they accepted an earlier belicf, it 
is knowm thet they had a strange tradition derived from Continental 
associations that at the end of the world the sky would descend 
upon the carth, and destroy it. The ancient tradition of the Avanc, 
the legendary monster which, in one myth is hauled from the lake by 
Hu Gadarn, Hugh the iiighty, the culture hero of the Welsh and his 
four oxen, smacks of a transposition of sea-legend to lake. Whilst 
Giscussing flood and fire myths it is necessary, but difficult to 
distinguish myths that heve their origin in the disintegration cata- 
clysm, from those that originated with the capture of Lunar, These 
latter can be recognised by their association with the rise, or more 
particularly the fall, of the ocean as gravitational pull was exer=- 
cised upon the ocein. The seismic zones of the earth's surface 
account for the majority of the fire myths pertinent to Moon= 
capture, in contra-distinction to the universal fire myths of the 
disintegration disaster, witnesses to conflagrations caused by the 
meteoric descent of burning portions of the satellite. 

The Polynesian Islanders have several myths which tell of the 
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sinking of the mountains into the occan or the fishing of an island 

out of the sea. Oceania is of course believed by some to have once 

been of continental extent, the Lemuria of the Ancients. Such myths 
would be consistent with the rush of water duc to relcase of gravi- 

tational forec, consequent upon the disintegration of a satellite, 

Vucub Caquix, a being who (according to the Quiche Maya) existed 
at the time of the flood, personifics the light of both the sun and 
the moon, "The sky and the earth existed, but the faces of the sun 
and moon were covered." "The face of the earth is lighted when I 
pass before my thronc." Vucub Caquix was vain however and was des- 
troyed at the time of the flood tivo supernatural God/hunters.- The 
two sons of this being, Zipacna and Cabracan ere both associated with 
earth tremors. Zipacna has strong associations with volcanic cruptions, 
Part Il of the Popul Vuh cmbracecs what appear to be accounts of rel~ 
igious initiation rites. Ordeals by firc, darkness, and cumning 
savage beasts arc endured by the twin sons of two supcrnatural beings 
who are themsclves destroyed by them, 

Amongst the true flood demons, although the word ‘demon’ here, 
is too diminutive a noun for these all-powerful supermatural beings, 
can be numbered Tiamut and Leviathan of Rabbinic and Babylonian lore, 
and the sea=monster Behemoth, Although a 'preserver', rather than a 
‘destroyer’ and thus no ‘demon,’ Vishnu of Vedic lore is associated 
strangely with the supernatural sca=-monster, This association occurs 
in the first of the Avaturas of Vishnu - "Vaivasvate, the seventh, and 
present Manu (i.e. the overlord of the present period of Vedic world 
history) sew a little fish in his washing water that spoke to him and 
asked to be saved, In return for his life he warns Vaivasvata of a 
coming flood. Accordingly Vaivasvata builds a boat and, when the 
flood comes, the fish which by now had assumed such gigantic propor 
tions that tiie ocean alone can hold it, tows Vaivasvata in his boat, 
by his (the fish's) horn to a place of safcty where Vaivasvatc can 
tie his boat to a tree; Vaivasvata thus being the only survivor of 
universal destruction, As is of course known, the conception of a 
primeval sea=-monster in joint association with a strong creative ele= 
ment is rare, and the connection between a sca=-monster so closely 
resembling a satellitc incrcasing in size, and such a creative element 
is extremely rare indecd, It is impossible lightly to discard the 
great influence that water generally, whether it be sea, lake, or 
river, has had upon religion, mythology, and folklore. In the mytho- 
logics of many lands, wells have been associated with great floods, 
also, in many lands, well worship and divination from well water was, 
and to a certain extent still is, common. 

(This theme will be continued in our next issue) 








